
April and May Ministry and Family Updates 

The Lord has been faithful to meet us and meet our needs through every situation we face.  We 

thank Him for His blessings.  We also want to thank you for all your prayers and support as we 

press on into what God has for us here in the United States.  Though we are not in Africa at this 

time, we would like you to consider us your missionaries to Buffalo, NY and to North America. 

April 2016  

The Month of April was very special because we were 

able to attend the Zion Fellowship Spring Convention.  It 

was a nice time to be in the presence of the Lord and 

also to reconnect with friends, colleagues, mentors, and 

all of the other dear saints.  Following the convention 

was the Zion Ministerial Institute Graduation.  This was a 

special graduation because my (Justin) parents were 

graduating.  Yes, that is correct, my Dad and Mom went 

to Bible School in 

their retirement 

years to finish 

preparing for the Call 

of God on their lives.  

This has been a 

lifelong desire for my 

parents, and is just so 

neat to see how the 

Lord has brought them full circle.  We wish them the best, 

and look forward to seeing how God will use them in days 

ahead.  Congratulations Mom and Dad!   

 

May 2016 

The month of May was very busy for us.  We were away 

from home every weekend of the month.  We had the 

privilege of ministering three Sundays out of the month – twice at Mt. Zion Assembly, Kitchener 

Ontario, and once at Mt. Zion Assembly Jamestown, NY.  We thank the Lord for the big open 

door he has given us in Alyssa’s home church (Kitchener).  Pastor Heyer has requested us to 

come up once a month to minister and to take a team out to evangelize in the neighborhoods 

surrounding the church.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our little family to spend time with 

the boy’s Nana and Papa, so everyone is happy.   

My Dad giving the address from the 
graduating class 



Memorial Day weekend we were able to spend time in the Jamestown area with Justin’s family 

(Grams and Papa) and get some much needed rest.  Please keep in mind that in between the 

travel and speaking we are working full time jobs Mon-Friday (Justin working in X-ray, and 

Alyssa being a full-time stay at home Mom).   

Africa 

Most of you know that we spent time as Missionaries in Africa, and worked very hard (by God’s 

grace) to establish a Bible School and Ministry in Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  It has been difficult to 

see much of that work unravel slowly in our absence.  It puts a burden on our hearts to see the 

foundation that has been laid to be built upon and continue for years to come.  We do not 

know how this will happen, but the Lord has given us one or two faithful students who are 

continuing to study and correspond with us from across the globe.  Pray that the Lord will raise 

up faithful men and women to carry on the vision in our absence. 

The Muslim “G” 

Some of you may remember a blog post I wrote a couple years ago about a Muslim who I had 

the privilege of leading to the Lord in Zambia.  His name is Gibson, and he went through 

tremendous tribulation to be a Christian, but the Lord has allowed Him to persevere. He keeps 

in contact with us, and I just found out recently that he is enrolled in a Seminary and is 

preparing for the ministry.  This brings such joy to our hearts to see some fruit from our labors.  

He also is married and soon expecting their first baby boy. Congratulations Gibson!  

Pastor Reuben and Pastor Flora Katuri  

This lovely couple from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe have been 

our personal friends since I met them in 2012.  Alyssa and I 

have stayed with them, and they stayed in our house in 

Zambia.  This is the couple that worked with us to start a 

Zion Bible School class in Bulawayo Zimbabwe.  They have 

faced unusual tragedy in their lives.  Less than three years 

ago they lost a child to sickness – he was about twelve 

years old.  This past week one of their other little boys, 

about fourth grade, was hit by a car while walking to 

school.  He was killed.  The parents have been through so 

much, and in addition to the pain of loss they are 

experiencing the Zimbabwe authorities will not let them 

bury their son in Zimbabwe.  The boy was born in Namibia 

and therefore his body must be transported to Namibia for 

burial.  The parents need our prayers, and they need 

money (by Wednesday 06/08/2016) to ship the boy to 

Namibia.  If anyone feels the desire to assist them in any 

way possible please message me for details. 

Tendai Katuri, the little boy who died. 



Looking to the Future 

Our little boys are doing well, by the grace of 

God, but we may yet face some challenges 

related to their premature births.  Please be 

praying that they continue to grow and 

develop steadily, and hit the mark that God 

has purposed for their lives.   

Please continue to pray for us, your 

missionaries to Buffalo, NY.  We know the 

Lord sent us here through His Providence, 

and we have an inkling of what He may be 

asking us to do here, but we still need plenty 

of open doors and clarity.  The Lord put it 

into our hearts in September 2014 that God 

may want us to start a church in Buffalo, NY 

– the second largest city in New York State.  At that time we were living far away from Buffalo, 

and had no connections there.  Through His Providence I was offered a full-time x-ray job in  

Buffalo, NY in August 2015.  We relocated to the area at that time, and are here awaiting His 

marching orders.   A lot has happened – as you are mostly aware of our two preemie baby 

births, car 

accidents, and 

sicknesses; yet the 

Lord has brought us 

through them all.  

We are in the 

process of buying a 

house in the region, 

and believe the Lord 

will keep us planted 

here for a time, for 

His purposes.  We 

have not lost sight 

of Africa, but know 

the Lord has a 

mission for us at this time in North America as well. 

Yours in His service, 

Justin, Alyssa, Samuel, and Jeremiah Steward   

Buffalo, NY 


