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Greetings in the wonderful name of the Lord!   

This letter has been long overdue, but we have found ourselves pretty busy with working full time, raising a 

family, and being involved in regular church ministry.  Our summer was pretty full.  In June we found out that 

we were having another baby; this time we are having a baby girl.  She will is scheduled to make an appearance 

in early February 2017.  We appreciate your prayers for a full term baby without complications for Alyssa.   

July 2016 

July 10, 2016 we ministered in the Sunday morning 

service at our old home church in Jamestown, NY.  It 

was nice to fellowship with our church family again.  

Later in the month we closed on our new house and 

moved in the same night.  God has blessed us with a 

two-family home in Lackawanna, NY which is a 

southern suburb of Buffalo, NY.   

August 2016 

August was a very full month of ministry for us.  Mt. 

Zion Assembly in Kitchener Ontario has consistently 

had us minister in their church since February 2016.  

We were there on August 7th.  We have enjoyed great 

acceptance there and enjoy the fellowship of the saints there.  God is stirring things up and it is a privilege to be 

a part of it.   

August 13, 2016 - I was asked to speak at a Memorial Service for my (Justin) uncle Michael Near.  He died 

unexpectedly in July.  This was a difficult task, but God was very gracious.  This is the second opportunity the 

Lord has given me to proclaim the Gospel with most of my family present.  The Lord enabled me to speak the 

truth in a spirit of grace and compassion to which I am very grateful. 

August 21, 2016 - Church of Mt. 

Zion, Erie, PA.  Rev. Dan Caram 

invited us to come and minister in 

Erie, a place that has felt like a 

second home to us over the years.  

This was the city where our son 

Samuel was born, and Alyssa and 

I stayed for two months while he 

was in the hospital.  During that 

time this lovely church endeared 

themselves to us with their 

constant hospitality.  It was a 
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privilege and an honor to minister in the church there again. 

 On the Sunday afternoon we took a team of ten people from the church and organized an open air evangelistic 

outreach.  On State St. in Erie they were having their annual “Erie Days” celebration, which brings masses of 

people out to the streets.  We strategically set up a group of musicians who played and sang near the sidewalk, 

while others stood on the sidewalk passing out tracts and striking up conversations with people about the 

Gospel.  After a few minutes of music I stepped up and preached a message of hope and salvation through faith 

in Christ.  It was a great time of planting seeds, and saw a very good response and acceptance from the people.  

Thanks you to the saints in Erie who helped us with this event.  Especially Grace Ferrara who helped us with 

organizing details and people. 

September 2016  

On September 4th- We returned to Kitchener Ontario to minister in the church there.  The Lord put on my heart 

to emphasize the importance of the ministry of the evangelist.  Pastor Heyer and the church there have been so 

supportive of us and very accepting.  Again, we thank them for the continued fellowship together.  The Lord has 

really been blessing the ministry there and we look forward to what he will do in the days ahead.  

September 17-18, 2016 - Living Waters Assembly, Scotia, NY.  Rev. 

Charlie and Linda Phillips have been great blessings to both of us over the 

years, and the church in Scotia has been dear to our hearts.  It had been 

three years since we had a chance to visit them, but finally the Lord made a 

way for us to come while the Phillips traveled to Miami Florida.  Alyssa 

spoke on Saturday night at the prayer meeting on Faith, while the boys and 

I hung out in the nursery that was specially prepared for our arrival.  I 

ministered in the Sunday morning service, and Alyssa led worship and 

played the piano.  It was a very nice trip because we ministered together as 

a family, and this was really the first time we did this since we had the 

boys. 

September 22 – Jeremiah turned one year old.  We are so proud of our little 

guy.  He has come a long way since his 2lb 7 oz. birth.  We had a joint 

party with his brother in October.  Samuel turned 2 years old on October 

25.  He has grown up so much and has a lot to say for a little guy. 

September 27-29 – We were able to attend the Zion Fall Convention in 

Waverly, NY.  It was so nice to be able to fellowship with the Lord and the 

other ministers and saints from around the fellowship.  The Lord gave us 

some fresh inspiration and direction as we move towards staring a church in the Buffalo region. 

October 2016 

October 2, 2016 - we returned to Canada for a celebration of Canadian Thanksgiving.  I always say that one of 

the great blessings of marrying a Canadian is that you can celebrate Thanksgiving twice a year.  Pastor Heyer 

asked me to minister in the church while we were in the neighborhood, which I was happy to do.  I spoke on the 

theme of Thanksgiving and Harvest.   
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October 30, 2016 - Mt. Zion Assembly, Jamestown, NY.  In October we were able to return to Jamestown 

again.  It was refreshing to be reunited with old church family and friends.  The Lord was ministering to his 

people prophetically and I spoke about “the Pearl of Great Price” and the eternal value in suffering.  

November 2016 

November 9, 2016 – Buffalo, NY.  The Lord has brought a young evangelistically minded man across our path 

at the church we are attending temporarily.  The two of us and his wife went to the arena where the Buffalo 

Sabres, the professional hockey team in Buffalo, play their games.  We took turns preaching the Gospel to the 

masses of people as they passed.  It was my friend’s first time doing something like this, and we both felt 

empowered and encouraged.  We also had the opportunity to minister one on one to a certain poor, needy lady 

in the city.   

As we look to the future we really ask for your continued prayers in the following ways: 

1. Alyssa and her pregnancy with our baby girl.  We are asking for a full-term healthy pregnancy. 

2. For God’s continued direction in the timing and location of a new church in Buffalo, NY. 

3. For God’s continual direction and open doors for the itinerant ministry that has been opening up this 

year. 

4. For grace to be good parents and raise our growing family according to God’s ways. 

5. December 16-19th we have been invited to teach at the Zion Church Bible School in Virginia.  Pray for 

the anointing and clarity as I teach. 

 

Thank you for prayer and support, 

Pastor Justin, Alyssa, Samuel, Jeremiah, and Baby Girl 

 

 


