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By Rev. David Wallis 

New Believer’s Course 

Lesson 9 

BAPTISM IN WATER BAPTISM—AN ORDINANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE  

When we consider the subject of baptism in water, there are different ideas or theories. Some 

churches do it one way and other churches do it another way. However, God’s Word makes it very 

clear that there is only one way. Plainly Scripture tells us that water baptism is one of the 

ordinances of the Christian life. Therefore, as a born-again believer who desires to move on with 

God, you must be water baptized. Otherwise, the foundation of your spiritual life will not be strong. 

On the day of Pentecost, as Peter was preaching a powerful and anointed sermon, many cried out 

in conviction, “What shall  we  do?”  Peter’s answer to them in Acts 2:38 was, “Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 

the gift of the Holy Ghost.” We see here three very important steps which make a strong foundation 

for your Christian life. These are repentance, water baptism, and receiving, or being baptized in 

the Holy Spirit (which will be covered in a later lesson). 
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JESUS WAS BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION  

Christ’s life shows you the pattern for your life. Jesus was baptized as a pattern for you to follow. 

It is also clear from Scripture that Jesus was not baptized as a baby. He was a full-grown adult. It 

is interesting to note that before Jesus did any miracles, before He preached any sermons, before 

he healed the sick and cast out demons, He came to the River Jordan and was baptized by John the 

Baptist. In Matthew 3:13-15 we read, “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 

baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are  

You  coming  to  me?”  But Jesus  answered  and  said  to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it 

is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he allowed Him” (NKJV). Jesus knew that His 

obedience in being baptized was not only pleasing to His Father, it was the fulfillment of 

righteousness. We see in the next verse that Jesus was fully immersed in water: “And Jesus,  when  

he  was  baptized,  went  up straightway out of the water” (Matt. 3:16). If Jesus came up out of the 

water, then He must have first gone down into the water. Therefore, He was not just sprinkled, but 

fully immersed. At this moment, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit of God descended 

like a dove upon Him. The Father’s voice from Heaven proclaimed, “This is My beloved Son, in 

whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). The whole Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were 

there at the baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was a very wonderful experience for Him. From 

this we see that Jesus was not only the Son of God by birth, He was now the Son of God by 

anointing when the Holy Spirit came upon Him in the form of a dove. The name Jesus means 

“Savior,” and the name Christ means “the Anointed One.” Jesus became the Anointed One after 

He fulfilled all righteousness by being baptized in water. We have seen that at the beginning of 

His ministry, Jesus was baptized. Also, at the end of His ministry when Jesus gave the great 

commission, He spoke of the importance of being baptized. In Matthew 28:18-20 we read what 



3 
 

Jesus said after His resurrection: “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,“teaching them to 

observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age. Amen” (NKJV). It is clear from this passage that water baptism is to be administered by 

the Church on the authority of Jesus Christ. 

BAPTISM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WAS BY IMMERSION 

Water baptism as practiced in the New Testament was by full immersion. In Acts 8:35-38 we 

read, “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him 

Jesus. 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, 

See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with 

all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, 

both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”  Here again we see the same evidence of 

someone going down into the water when they are baptized. John 3:23 records a time when John 

the Baptist was baptizing near Salim because there was much water there. Obviously, much 

water is not needed if baptism is a practice by which one is sprinkled. Furthermore, if we study 

the root meaning of the English word “baptism,” it is a transliteration of the Greek word 

“baptizo.” This Greek word means to make fully wet or to immerse, which means when 

baptizing we should not just pour a few drops of water upon the head of a person. This word 

does not mean to sprinkle, it means to dip or to plunge. In the classical Greek, this word was 

used to describe a ship that had sunk and was completely immersed in water both inside and 

outside. It was also used to describe a garment that had been completely immersed in a liquid 
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dye. If for example a woman had a white dress and wanted to change the color of the dress to 

red, she would immerse the dress in a vessel of red dye solution. After some time she would take 

out the dress that was now changed to a red color, declaring that her dress had been baptized. 

There are various ideas on the methods of baptism. Some believe that babies should be baptized, 

and still others believe that if you are not baptized you will not go to Heaven. However, neither 

of these are Scriptural. The thief on the cross was not baptized, but Jesus said to him when he 

asked to be remembered by Him, “Today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43, NKJV). 

You are saved and ready for Heaven when you repent of your sins and believe in Jesus. You are 

saved by faith through what Jesus has done. Salvation is not by works, nor does it depend upon 

being a good person, giving to charitable organizations, living a good life, or even going to 

church. While all these things are good, they cannot earn your salvation. The blood of Christ 

alone saves you. Yet if you are going to grow and go on with the Lord, water baptism is a very 

important step. Because of the difference of opinion on this issue of water baptism, questions 

often arise. Part of the reason for this dates back to the 17th century, 1611, when the King James 

Version of the Bible was translated into English. At this time, there were many translations that 

came from many theologians who could not agree on the true meaning of baptism. Therefore, 

they did not translate the original Greek word “baptism” correctly into English. As we have 

already said, the actual definition of the Greek word “baptiso” is “to immerse.” Because of the 

confusion that has so often surrounded this subject, perhaps you too, as a new believer may have 

questions regarding what to do. If you have only been sprinkled, you need to be baptized by 

immersion. Suppose you have been previously baptized by immersion, but you now realize that 

you were only doing what others were doing and were not truly born again at the time. Then you 

should be baptized again because your heart was not changed before you went into the water. 
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Many people also question whether a person who has received Christ and was baptized should be 

rebaptized if they fall away from the Lord for a season. Generally speaking, this is not advisable, 

because we do not find a Scriptural basis for it. There is nothing in the Word of God that requires 

or even suggests that being rebaptized is necessary, if you were genuinely saved when you were 

first baptized. 

WHO QUALIFIES FOR BAPTISM? 

• Those who receive the Word of God. 

In Acts 2:41 we read, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 

there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” In this case, three thousand people 

gladly received the Word of God, firmly believed in Christ, and made an open profession of their 

faith in Him. 

• Those who repent from their sins. 

In verse 38 of this same passage, Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ.” To repent means to have a change of mind or to turn and go in the 

opposite direction. Repentance means confessing our sins to the Lord, being sorry for them, and 

being willing to forsake them. Proverbs 28:13 says, “He who covers his sins will not prosper, but 

whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (NKJV). 

• Those who believe and have faith in Jesus. 

In Acts 2:38, it tells us that they had to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Why did he 

stress this to the Jews? Because the Jews already did believe in the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

who they knew spoke to them through the prophets; but they did not yet believe or know Jesus as 

their Savior. Peter was making it clear to them that they must also believe in Jesus, the Christ and 

the promised Messiah. When Philip was explaining about Jesus from the Old Testament to the 
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Ethiopian eunuch, the eunuch asked, “What hinders me from being baptized?” In Acts 8:37-38, 

Philip answered, “Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he 

answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of  God.”…And both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him” (NKJV). 

 

WHEN SHOULD YOU BE BAPTIZED? 

Most accounts in the book of Acts indicate that baptism came immediately after repentance and 

believing in Christ. We see an example of this in Acts 16:30-33: “And he brought them out and 

said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Sothey said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 

all who were in his house. “And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their 

stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.” The point here is that the jailer 

and his entire household were baptized immediately, even though it was the middle of the night. 

Therefore, it is best to be baptized as soon as possible after getting saved. As Psalm 119:60 says, 

“I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy commandments.” In other words, if you have 

received the free gift of God’s grace through salvation, you should not put off obeying the Lord’s 

command to be baptized. 

BONDAGES ARE BROKEN THROUGH BAPTISM 

Something good happens when we are baptized. Through baptism, we have seen many bondages 

broken and people marvelously set free. When my wife and I were first married, we pioneered a 

church in the north of New Zealand. At first it was very difficult, but after about a year God gave 

us a breakthrough when a number of people were wonderfully saved. Some of these were 

involved in drugs, immorality, and false religions which had brought many bondages in their 
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lives. After they received the Lord, one young man who had been involved in drugs and the 

occult was not only baptized in water, but was also baptized in the Holy Spirit at the same time. 

He was set free and continued to grow strong in the Lord. Later he became a pastor and 

missionary, bringing hundreds of people to the Lord. Another young man that was saved was a 

surfer whom we picked up in our car when he was hitchhiking. We talked to him about the Lord, 

and invited him to church. He came the next Sunday and accepted Jesus as his Savior. A week 

later we baptized him, and as a result he was so changed that he stopped doing drugs and broke 

up with the girl he had been living with. After some time, he went to Bible School, and actually 

became the pastor of the church some years later. These examples show us that there is victory 

and freedom associated with the act of water baptism. 

BAPTISM IDENTIFIES YOU WITH CHRIST’S DEATH, BURIAL, AND 

RESURRECTION 

When you are baptized, you are expressing your faith in Jesus Christ. It is an outward, public 

expression of something that has taken place in your heart. You are publicly saying that you have 

committed your life to Christ and want to live for Him. When you are baptized, you are 

identifying with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Romans 6:3-5 tells us: 

“ Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 

up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 

of his resurrection:”  After Jesus died on the cross, His body was buried in the grave. Three days 

later, He was gloriously raised from the dead. Your old sinful nature was crucified with Christ on 

the cross. What do you do when someone dies? You bury him. As you go into the waters of 
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baptism, you are being buried with Christ. As Christ rose from the dead, so you come up out of 

the water to walk with Him in newness of life. 

BAPTISM IS A STEP OF OBEDIENCE 

Baptism by immersion is a step of obedience towards God. Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love 

me, keep my commandments.” If someone tells you he loves Jesus, but will not be baptized, it is 

questionable whether he truly loves Him. The Word of God commands you to “repent and be 

baptized” (Acts 2:38), so if you love Him, you will want to obey His Word and be baptized. My 

wife and I lived in India for thirteen years. In the Hindu and Muslim mind, a person becomes a 

Christian when he is baptized in water. For many of them there is a tremendous cost involved 

when they obey the Lord and are baptized. They face much opposition and persecution from 

their own family members. In some cases, they are disowned by their families and even killed! 

One Indian pastor shared the following testimony with me. As a young man, he and his wife 

were living in his father’s house. After he accepted Jesus as His Savior, he read in the Scriptures 

about the need to be baptized in water. He decided to obey the Lord and get baptized. His father 

became very angry and shouted at him, “If you get baptized, you are not my son, and I am not 

your father. You will lose all of your inheritance.” Yet this faithful young man still chose to put 

his love for God first and was baptized in the river near his home. As a result, his father made 

him leave the house. Even his wife left him for a period of time. He suffered greatly with many 

hardships, but later his wife returned to him, and he went on to start many churches in India. 

Many years later when he talked with me, there were 68 members of his family and relatives that 

had since accepted the Lord, been baptized in water, and filled with the Holy Spirit. He had paid 

a great price, but he also saw God do many wonderful miracles. 

OLD TESTAMENT SYMBOLS OF WATER BAPTISM  
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There are a number of spiritual types or symbols of water baptism in the Old Testament. For 

example, in Noah’s time, God baptized (by the flood) the entire world in water to destroy all 

ungodly flesh so that a new order of life might begin. However, Noah and his family of eight 

emerged from the waters of this flood to walk in newness of life. Therefore, the same water that 

judged all flesh also preserved believing Noah and his family (Genesis chapters 6-8). In 1 Peter 

3:20-21, Peter speaks of Noah’s flood as a type of water baptism: “ 20 Which sometime were 

disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 

wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 

now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 

God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 

In the journey of the children of Israel, they first came out of Egypt, which is a type of the world. 

This is a picture of being saved out of the world by the blood of the Lamb (Exodus chapter 12). 

They then came to the Red Sea, which God miraculously parted and they went through on dry 

ground. The waters then returned and buried the Egyptians and their chariots. The crossing of the 

Red Sea symbolizes water baptism. In 1 Corinthians 10:1-2 we read: “Moreover, brethren, I 

would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all 

passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” After we 

are saved, the next major step in our Christian life is to be baptized in water. The Red Sea 

separated the children of Israel from Egypt, and water baptism speaks of a separation from this 

world. Just as the Red Sea delivered them from the bondage of their taskmasters, so water 

baptism breaks many bondages in our lives. At the Red Sea, Pharaoh’s power over the Israelites 

was broken, and at waterbaptism there is a breaking of Satan’s power over our lives as well. The 

Red Sea also destroyed their enemies who were trying  to take them back to Egypt. In the same 
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way, water baptism breaks the influence of those who seek to bring us back into the world. Thus, 

from this Old Testament type, we see the power of water baptism. 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

In view of the teaching in this chapter from God’s Word, as a new born-again believer, we 

strongly encourage you to be baptized by immersion if you have not already done so. For 

through this step of obedience, you will move forward in God’s wonderful purposes for your life. 

In Summary: 

• Baptism meansimmersion. Believers must be immersed. 

• Baptism by immersion is only for true born-again believers. 

• Baptism should soon follow new birth, not years later. 

• Baptism breaks many bondages. 

• Baptism identifies us with Christ’s death, burial, and 

resurrection. 

• Baptism is an act of obedience. 
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Water Baptism  
(Lesson Nine Test) 

Email the answers to zionfellowshipzambia@gmail.com or use the contact form on the website.  
Note some questions will have more than one answer. 

1. Jesus was baptized by_________. 

a. Sprinkling water on His head. 
b. Accidentally falling into a river. 
c. Being fully immersed in the Jordan River. 

2. Jesus was baptized when he was  
a. A grown man. 

b. A baby. 
c. Twelve years old. 

3. Jesus knew that being baptized was not only pleasing his father but it was the fulfillment 

of _____________. 
a. A Jewish ritual cleansing. 

b. His Brother’s idea. 
c. Righteousness. 

4. The Greek word “Baptizo” was also used to describe _______. 

a. A garment that was completely immersed in a liquid dye. 
b. A sprinkle of water on the head. 

c. A ship that was sunk to the bottom of the sea. 
5. True or False:  The thief on the cross could not go to heaven because he had not been 

baptized. 

6. Who qualifies for baptism? 
a. Those who repent of their sins. 

b. Those who receive the Word of God. 
c. Those who believe and have faith in Jesus. 

7. When should you be baptized? 

a. In winter time. 
b. As soon as possible after getting saved. 

c. After you have had all the necessary teachings and completely understand 
everything there is to know about baptism. 

8. True or False: Bondages are broken in your life when you are baptized. 

9. Baptism ______________. 
a. Identifies you with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 

b. Identifies you with the life, ministry, and intercession of Christ. 
c. Makes you an official member of our church. 

10. Baptism is ________________. 

a. A selfish thing to do. 
b. A step of obedience. 

c. An optional part of being a Christian. 
Bonus Question (5 points): John baptized in Salim because _______(John 3:23). 

a. There was a basin to sprinkle with. 

b. There was much water there. 
c. It was the holy place to be baptized. 
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