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Foundational to be a follower of Jesus Christ (a Christian) is the understanding of who Jesus really is.  After all, 

would you want to follow someone if you did not know who they were?  Virtually every religion and false faith 

has a belief about who Jesus was and is, but we want to be followers of what is the TRUTH.  Lies originate from 

Satan, who is called the Father of Lies, and any religion that propagates a lie about who Jesus is also origina tes 

from Satan.  Words, ideas, and beliefs are very powerful.  They are like pathways that are going to take us 

somewhere.  The truth will lead us to Heaven and to Jesus, whereas lies will take us to Hell.  It is essential that 

we know who the real Jesus is.  There are many great books that take this subject and dissect it in detail, but here 

we will just give a brief understanding from the Bible of who Jesus is, claimed to be, and why other religious 

beliefs about Jesus cannot be accurate. 

Historically it can be proven that a man we call “Jesus” lived and walked the earth in the land of Palestine.  Very 

few will try to refute the existence of a historical Jesus, because it is a verifiable fact from secular sources (such 

as Josephus). 

Most religious, and many secular people have the view that Jesus was a good teacher and prophet.  They say that 

his teachings were good, moral, and worth living by.  However, they would argue that he is just a man.  Many 

people use this argument to excuse any need for personal repentance and acceptance of Christ as a means for 

salvation.  Some would even argue that we can be just as much a son of god as Jesus was (Ghandi). 

There are some major errors in this line of thinking, mostly centered in Jesus’ claims about himself.  Jesus claimed 

to be so much more than a teacher, or a prophet.  In fact, we will see that Jesus can only be one of three things, 

but being a good prophet or teacher are not on the list. 

Claim 1 - John 14:6 – “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh to the father except through me.”  

Jesus is claiming to be the source of all truth, and life.  What teacher or prophet could ever make this kind of a 

claim?  Furthermore, Jesus is claiming that he alone controls access to God (his father).  This poses a problem for 



those who believe that Muhammed controls access to God.  If Jesus claims to be the only way, someone must be 

lying. 

Was Jesus a liar?  He is either lying or he is telling the truth.  If he is telling the truth he absolutely MUST be 

greater than a prophet or a teacher. 

Was Jesus crazy?  If he is mentally unstable or insane than we could excuse him making some remarkable claims 

about himself.  But if he is insane, can we rightly call him a good teacher or a good prophet?  Can we rightly say 

that his teachings are good lessons to live by?  Should we follow a crazy person? 

Was Jesus who he said he was?  If Jesus is who he says he is, we should call him Lord and hail him as God, but 

again, he cannot simply be a good prophet or a teacher. 

Claim 2 – “Joh 8:58-59  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.  (59) 

Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the 

midst of them, and so passed by.”  This claim by Jesus is monumental.   

First of all he is claiming that he existed before Abraham.  A man who lived nearly 2,000 years before Jesus.   

What teacher or prophet could ever make such a claim? 

Secondly, He claims to be “I AM.”  Which is a Divine title used in the Old Testament for Yahweh (Jehovah).  

Essentially the name “I AM” means “the self-existent one”.  Jesus is claiming to be the God that appeared to 

Moses at the burning bush commissioning him to lead His people out of Egypt.  This claim is further confirmed 

by the reaction of those who heard him make it.  They picked up stones to stone him.  In their minds he was 

claiming to be God, and that was blasphemy according to their law – unless, of course, he was God.   This is not 

the only time he made the claim to be God or the Son of God.  There at least seven other instances in the book of 

John alone, that Jesus claimed the “I AM” title.  Here Jesus is claiming to be the God of Israel from the Old 

Testament – Jehovah.  This is especially relevant when dealing with Jehovah’s Witnesses.  They have a very 

peculiar belief about Jesus: they claim that Jesus was the archangel Michael before coming to earth as a man, but 

that he is not divine, but I have clearly shown you that he made claims to be Jehovah. 

Just from these two claims Jesus made about himself, we can see clearly that he cannot simply be a prophet or a 

teacher.  The only options that we have to choose from are: 

1) Jesus is a liar – and he cannot be trusted, should not be followed, and certainly cannot be called a GOOD 

anything.  Good teachers do not lie to their students, and good prophets do not make claims to be God. 

2) Jesus is a lunatic – and he should not be followed.  Lunatics are not considered good teachers or prophets.  

They are crazy and should be isolated from the general population (placed in an institution).  

3) Jesus is who he said he is – and he should be hailed as Lord and God.  His every word should be obeyed, 

and his life made a pattern.  This is where people have a disconnect.  The real issue is they don’t want to 



surrender to Jesus, because they love their sinful lives.  To recognize Jesus as Lord, is to recognize that 

we need him, and we must put our sinful ways aside to walk in his ways. 

 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  (2)  

Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 

also he made the worlds;  (3)  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, 

and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on 

the right hand of the Majesty on high;  (4)  Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by 

inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.  (5)  For unto which of the angels said he at any 

time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall 

be to me a Son?  (6)  And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all 

the angels of God worship him.  (7)  And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his 

ministers a flame of fire.  (8)  But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre 

of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.” (Hebrews 1:1-8)   

Jesus is greater than any Angel 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses have a peculiar doctrine that Jesus in his pre-incarnate state was not God, but was the 

archangel Michael.  The author of Hebrews makes it very clear to us that Jesus is not an angel, for he is much 

greater than that (vs. 4).  In fact, he is the creator of the angels – including Michael, and even Lucifer.  In vs. 5 he 

asks what angel has ever been called the Son of God, a title used repeatedly for Jesus Christ.  In Hebrews 1:6 we 

see that the angels are worshipping Jesus.  In vs. 8 he further differentiates Jesus from angels by saying “unto the 

Son he saith Thy throne O God, is for ever and ever.”  Here Jesus is clearly addressed as GOD, and given an 

everlasting kingdom.  Now, I trust that you can see that Jesus is not an angel, but he is far greater than the angels.  

Jesus is the Creator 

When we read the creation account in Genesis 1 we often do not think of the Lord Jesus Christ as having a part 

in that, but he was there with His father creating the world.  Jesus is the co-creator.  Hebrews 1:2 “Hath in these 

last days spoken unto us by his Son whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.”  

Colossians 1: 16 referring to Jesus says it like this: “For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 

that are in earth, visible, and invisible, whether they be thrones.”  The Apostle Paul is declaring that Jesus is the 

one who created the heavens, the earth, and all the angels.  This is quite remarkable, how could anyone say that 

Jesus is simply a prophet or a teacher?           

 Jesus is the x-factor 

Scientists for years have been trying to figure out what force holds atoms together – what keeps them from flying 

apart in all directions?  They came up with the term “the x-factor” to describe this unknown force.  The Bible tells 



us what the x-factor is.  IT says “And [Jesus] is before all things, and by him all things consist” (Col 1:17).  

Hebrews says he is “upholding all things by the Word of His power” (1:3).  Jesus is the x-factor!  By him ALL 

things consist, he holds everything together by His power.  Jesus is all-powerful, not just some angel, teacher or 

prophet.  It is so important that we understand who Jesus really is. 

Jesus is greater than any prophet  

Jesus is Jehovah of the Old Testament, and cannot be simply thought of as a good prophet or moral teacher.  The 

Jews hail Moses as the greatest prophet, and the Muslims hail Muhammed as the greatest prophet; but scripture 

declares Jesus to be greater than all the prophets.  “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 

past unto the fathers by the prophets,  (2)  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 

appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;” (Heb 1:1-2).  The Word of God makes a clear 

distinction here between Jesus (the Son) and the prophets.  He is showing us that someone greater than a prophet 

has come to speak to us, and that someone is the very Son of God.   

Hebrews chapter three brings a direct distinction between Jesus and Moses – the great prophet from the Old 

Testament whom the Jews hail as the greatest.   

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 

profession, Christ Jesus;  (2)  Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in 

all his house.  (3)  For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 

builded the house hath more honour than the house.  (4)  For every house is builded by some man; but he 

that built all things is God.  (5)  And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony 

of those things which were to be spoken after;  (6)  But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house 

are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. (Heb 3:1-6). 

Jesus is said to be counted worthy of more glory than Moses.  The comparison is shown of the difference between 

a house and the builder of the house.  Which is greater – the house or the builder?  The answer is obvious – the 

builder of a house is greater than the house itself.  Jesus, as the creator of Moses is much greater than Moses is.  

As the Son of the house, Jesus is the heir and ruler.  You can see that Jesus is greater than any prophet – he is the 

creator of the prophets.  He is the ruler of the prophets.  Furthermore, Philippians chapter two puts it all into 

perspective for us: 

Php 2:5-11  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  (6)  Who, being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  (7)  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 

the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  (8)  And being found in fashion as a man, he 

humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  (9)  Wherefore God also 

hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  (10)  That at the name of 



Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  (11)  

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

We learn many things about Jesus from this little passage, some of it will be a repeat of what was said above, but 

a little repetition is good. 

1. Jesus is equal with God.  Vs 6. 

2. He became a man.  Vs. 7 

3. He died on the cross in obedience to his father.  Vs. 8. 

4. God has given him a name above all other names.  Vs. 9.  He is given a more exalted name than any 

prophet – Muhammed, Moses, anyone, period!!! 

5. Every knee will bow before Jesus one day – all beings that are in heaven right now (Michael the Archangel 

included), all creatures on the earth, every spirit in hell will bow before him – including Satan. Vs. 10. 

6. Every Tongue will confess that he is Lord – All beings mentioned above will not only bow before Jesus, 

but they will need to proclaim that he is Lord. Vs. 11. 

I trust that this lesson has made it abundantly clear who Jesus is.  He is not just a prophet or a teacher, but he is 

God.   

1. He is the creator of the universe.   

2. He is the x-factor.   

3. He is Jehovah of the Old Testament (I AM).   

4. He is greater than any angel (Satan and Michael included).   

5. He is greater than any prophet.   

6. He is greater than Moses.   

7. All will bow before him and declare that he is Lord. 

I trust this lesson has been a blessing to you, and has helped you understand who the real Jesus is! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Who is Jesus? 

Lesson 15 Test 

1. Historically it can be proven that ______________. 

a. Jesus was a real person who lived. 

b. Jesus did not live. 

c. Jesus was a fraud. 

2. Most people believe that Jesus was ____________. 

a. A liar, a Lunatic, and a Fraud. 

b. A good person, a good teacher, and a good prophet. 

c. A Prophet, a Priest, and He was God. 

3. In claim #1 Jesus claimed to be the one who controls access to _____________. 

a. God, His Father. 

b. The Stock Market. 

c. The Keys. 

4. This poses a problem for those who believe that Muhammed controls access, because this means that 

___________________. 

a. They both can be true at the same time. 

b. Jesus and Muhammed are on the same level. 

c. Someone is lying. 

5. If Jesus is a liar, we should ________________. 

a. Trust Him with all our hearts, and blindly follow a liar. 

b. Not trust him and should not follow him. 

c. Ignore Him and hope he goes away. 

d. All of the Above. 

6. In Claim # 2 Jesus claimed to be “I Am.”  What is the significance of that claim?  

a. He was claiming to be Abraham’s older brother. 

b. He claimed to be God, the Jehovah of the Old Testament. 

c. He was not saying anything important. 

d. All of the Above. 

7. If Jesus is a lunatic he should ______________. 

a. Not be followed. 

b. Be locked up in a looney bin. 

c. Be isolated from society 

d. All of the Above. 

8. Jesus is Greater than _______________. 

a. Moses. 

b. Any Angel. 

c. The Prophets. 

d. All of the Above. 

9. Jesus is the x-factor.  What does this mean? 

a. He is a superhero. 

b. That he holds atoms together and keeps them from flying apart. 

c. That he is the difference maker. 

10. True or False: Jesus is the creator of the universe. 

 


