
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

By Rev. David Wallis                                                                     New Believer’s Course 

Lesson Five 
 

Even as parents want their children to grow and develop physically, so God wants His 

children to grow. Yet the sad thing is that some people are Christians for a long time and still 

do not grow. Satan will do all he can to stop a person from living in victory, for his desire is 

that Christians would backslide and give up. Therefore, the Christian life cannot be thought 

of as just a blessed and easy life. There will be trials, difficulties, and tests but the Lord is 

with you to help you. You will have many victories, but there will be many battles as well. 

However, through the good and the bad God expects you to keep on growing, changing, and 

progressing.  

 

When I was in India, sometimes I would see a dwarf – a man perhaps in his fifties who had a 

mature man’s head, but a body the size of a small boy. My heart would be so saddened 

because he had not fully grown. Many Christians are just like that dwarf – they have been 

saved for many years, but never grow to full maturity. 

 

God’s heart is so very sorrowful when His children do not grow and mature in their Christian 

life. There are certain things that God expects you to do, if you desire to grow and please 

Him. He will give you the grace; however, you must do your part. God has not created 

robots—you have been given the choice to accept Christ or reject Him. Every day is a choice 

for you. Are you going to serve God or go back into the world? 

 

If you have genuinely determined within your heart to serve God, there are two choices that 

lie before you. Are you going to be like the stunted dwarf that never grew, or are you going to 
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go on to maturity in your Christian life? If you choose God’s way, you can gain victory over 

the devil and the powers of darkness and you will be privileged to see God’s miracles. 

 

A KEY TO VICTORY—A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD 

In this lesson we are going to look at an important requirement for 

victory in Christ. This key to victory is having knowledge of the 

Word of God. We briefly discussed this in lesson one, but now it will 

be looked at more in depth.  No matter who you are or how young 

or old you are, you must seek to understand and know God through 

His Word. This does not mean that you must be a learned scholar 

overnight. However, God expects you to start with the basic truths of 

His Word. 1 Peter 2:2: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that 

ye may grow thereby.” 

 

So how is that newborn like a new Christian? When a mother gives birth to a child she must 

feed him in order to keep him alive and help him grow. How often is the baby fed? Every 

day! What is he fed? Milk. The mother does not immediately feed her newborn baby a T-

bone steak. She starts by giving him milk, then bread, and later meat is introduced into his 

diet.  It is the same with us when we become newborn Christians. There is a progression in 

the spiritual realm as well as the natural. When we are first born again, God requires us to 

drink the milk of His Word so that we may grow. However, He also expects us to progress 

from there because He wants our knowledge of His Word to become a deeper and deeper 

reality within us. 

 

Paul, writing in Hebrews 5:12-14, makes this truth abundantly clear when he says: “For 

when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the 

first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of 

strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is 

a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of 

use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 

 

Therefore if you desire to grow properly, you need to be in the Scriptures daily. We cannot 

say this enough! The Bible is God’s voice—God speaking to us. It is, in fact, a revelation 
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from God to man. Through His Word, God has given to all of mankind a special, infallible, 

supernatural revelation. God has spoken, and the Bible is the result of it. It is God’s eternal 

Word. In Matthew 24:35, Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall 

not pass away.” Psalm 138:2 also tells us that God puts His Word above His name, which 

further shows us how important it is for us to study and learn these precious truths. 

Bible Divisions 

The Bible is divided into two Testaments, the Old and the New. Testament simply means 

“covenant.” A covenant, or testament, only comes into being when someone dies.  Hebrews 

9:16-17 explains this fully: “For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the 

death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no 

strength at all while the testator liveth.”So we see that both the Old and New Testaments 

required death, or the shedding of blood. In the Old Testament God required 

the shedding of the blood of animals, but this looked ahead to the New 

Covenant where God through His Son shed His own blood. Jesus Christ is 

the Testator of the New Testament. When He died, all that He had 

promised as the Testator was accomplished. The blood of animals 

could not take away our sins or guilt, nor could it give us forgiveness. 

Only the sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross could remove our guilty 

stain of sin, for without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness or 

eternal life for mankind. We have life only because Jesus died upon the 

cross and shed His blood as the perfect Sacrifice.  

 

There are various divisions in the Bible that you should be aware of as you begin to study 

God’s Word. The Old Testament is comprised of 39 books, which are divided as follows:  

· The Pentateuch – Genesis through Deuteronomy (5) 

· The Historical Books – Joshua through Esther (12) 

· The Poetical Books – Job through Song of Solomon (5) 

· The Major Prophets – Isaiah through Daniel (5) 

· The Minor Prophets – Hosea through Malachi (12) 

The Old Testament laid a solid foundation for the New Testament; the entire New Testament 

grew out of the Old. The New Testament begins with the four Gospels giving four accounts 

of the life of Christ, who lived for approximately 33 ½ years. It also deals with the first 

century Church. There are 27 books, which can be divided as follows: 

· Manifestation – the Four Gospels (4) 
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· Propagation – the Book of Acts (1) 

· Explanation – the Epistles: Paul’s – 14, General – 7, (21 total) 

· Consummation – the Revelation (1) 

 

An Overview of the Old Testament 

The first book of the Bible is Genesis, which is known as “the book of beginnings” because 

virtually every major truth has its origin in Genesis. The next books are Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These four books cover the period from Israel’s deliverance 

from Egyptian bondage to the end of their forty years in the wilderness. In Exodus, God gave 

Moses the Ten Commandments and the pattern for the Tabernacle. In 

Leviticus various feasts and offerings and ceremonial laws were instituted for the priests. 

Numbers brings us to the end of the forty years of wilderness journey. Deuteronomy is the 

second reading of the Law, given unto the new generation who had not heard it at Sinai 40 

years earlier. Deuteronomy is composed also of various sermons and exhortations given by 

Moses at the end of his life, just before the new generation crossed over Jordan into the land 

of promise. The Book of Joshua actually brings the new generation into the land of 

inheritance where they had to drive out their enemies. Judges and Ruth deal with the period 

after they had settled into the land of inheritance in which there were numerous backslidings 

among the people. Each time the people turned from God unto idolatry the Lord raised up 

enemies to vex His people in order to bring them to their senses. However, when the people 

turned back to God, He sent them judges (or deliverers) to set them free. The period of 

Judges lasted about 350 years. Then we have Samuel, who anointed the first king, Saul. This 

inaugurated the reign of the kings and ended the era of the rule of judges. The books of I-II 

Samuel deal with this period.   

 

After Samuel anointed David, Israel’s second king, there came that special period 

when many of the Poetical books were written, such as Psalms, Proverbs, and 

Ecclesiastes. Job was written much earlier but it is placed among the Poetical 

books. The Psalms are a wonderful study that will tremendously help your 

devotional life as you spend time with the Lord. Proverbs has many pearls of 

wisdom that will teach you how to relate 

to people, how to keep yourself pure, and how to overcome anger, lust, vanity, 

etc. There are 31 chapters in Proverbs, and we encourage you to get into the habit 

of reading one chapter a day. This way you can read through it every month. 
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The reign of the kings lasted nearly 500 years, all the way up to the Babylonian captivity in 

586 B.C. The books of I-II Kings and I-II Chronicles cover this period. During the reign of 

kings, most of the writing prophets had their ministry. This would include the four major 

prophets and most of the minor prophets. After the Babylonian captivity came the restoration 

period. The books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi cover this 

period.  

An Overview of the New Testament 

There is such a consistency in the Old and the New Testaments.  All the New Testament 

writers uphold the authority of the Old Testament. The four Gospel writers—Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John—not only recorded the quotations of Jesus from the Old Testament, they also 

made similar quotations from, and allusions to the Old Testament. The Gospel writers all 

focused on the life of Jesus. Matthew, who is writing to the Jews, speaks 

of Jesus as King. Mark is written to the Romans and presents a Gospel of action 

that portrays Jesus as the ox, or the suffering Servant. Luke presents Jesus 

as the Son of Man who came to save the lost. Christ’s humanity was a total 

identification with us. He was hungry and thirsty, and was tempted. He 

also wept and suffered from exhaustion. John’s Gospel reveals Christ 

as the Son of God.  The Book of Acts has more than forty quotations and 

references from the Old Testament. The book of Acts records the 

sermons of Peter, Stephen, and Paul. It deals with the history of the 

early Church and how the Holy Spirit came; it gives us accounts of 

healing and miracles, as God manifested His mighty power. It is also a foretaste of what God 

wants to do today!  

 

Then there are Paul’s Epistles. Before his conversion, Paul hated Christianity, persecuting 

and killing many Christians until God confronted him on the Damascus Road. Paul was 

completely changed when he met the Lord. He became a mighty man of God who preached 

salvation through Christ to the Gentiles. The Book of Acts and Paul’s epistles together reveal 

much of the Apostle Paul’s missionary journeys, where many miracles were performed.  

 

We also have the seven general epistles, which include James, 1,2 Peter, 1,2,3 John, and 

Jude. James and Jude, who were brothers of Jesus, were both unbelieving during the life and 

ministry of their Elder Brother, but both had a tremendous conversion after Christ’s 
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resurrection. As young men they were double-minded and unstable 

in all their ways. The Apostle Peter was the one who denied the 

Lord, but after the Holy Spirit came upon him he was filled with 

extraordinary boldness and led many to salvation. The Apostle 

John who was termed “ignorant and unlearned” by the clergy of his day, wrote the Book of 

Revelation. 

 

Revelation focuses mainly upon the last three-and-a-half years of the Church Age where God 

separates the children of God from the children of the Devil. The Lord does this by allowing 

an imposter to come just before Christ. In so 

doing, all those who are not genuine are drawn away by the Antichrist. 

 

 From Genesis to Revelation, God has given us extensive evidence that His power is 

undeniable and indisputable. In the book entitled “God’s Awesome Book” (which has 

genealogies, facts, history, and the hidden codes in the Bible), there are many proofs that 

verify that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. Many ancient people have stories and 

records of a flood that once covered the world. In Scripture there are about 300 prophecies 

concerning Christ’s first coming and every one was fulfilled.  

 

There are eight times as many prophecies about the Second Coming of Christ as there were 

about His first coming; surely these also will be fulfilled. It was prophesied in Micah 5:2 that 

out of Bethlehem a ruler would come forth and govern Israel. Zechariah prophesied that He 

would come riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.  (Zech. 9:9). Zechariah, who lived about 500 

years before Christ, said prophetically that Christ would be sold for thirty pieces of silver. 

Scripture shows us that Judas sold Jesus for thirty pieces of silver (Zech. 11:13). Psalms 

22:16 says, “They pierced my hands and my feet.” Psalms 22:18 foretold “They shall divide 

my clothes amongst them and throw dice for my garments” (NKJV). 

 

The chances of just eight Bible prophecies concerning the first coming of Christ being 

fulfilled are astronomical—not just one chance in a billion or a trillion but one chance in 

many, many trillion. In other words, take all the sand on all the seashores of the world and 

put that sand in just one country.  Then take one grain of sand, color it purple, blindfold 

someone, and ask them to pick up that purple grain of sand—the chance of their choosing 

that grain of sand would not be as great as just eight prophecies being fulfilled. Yet actually, 
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there were 300 prophecies fulfilled concerning Christ’s first coming. Therefore, you and I can 

never underestimate the power of the Word of God to change and transform our lives.  

 

To continue in the course simply answer the questions to the test sending the answers through 

the contact form on the website, or email to zionfellowshipzambia@gmail.com  
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Knowledge of God’s Word (Part One) 

 New Believer’s Course  

Lesson Five Test 
Submit your answers using our contact form on the website, or email to: zionfellowshipzambia@gmail.com 

 

1. The Bible is divided into  __________ Testaments. 
a. 1. 
b. 2. 
c. 3. 

2. The Old Testament has __________ books. 
a. 40. 
b. 39. 
c. 38. 

3. The Old Testament can be divided into _________ sections. 
a. 5. 
b. 4. 
c. 3. 

4. The Old Testament laid the foundation for the _________. 
a. New Testament. 
b. Coming Antichrist. 
c. Reign of Putin. 

5. The New Testament has _______ gospels.  
a. 2. 
b. 4. 
c. 6.  

 

6. The new Testament has  _________ books. 
a. 27. 
b. 26. 
c. 25. 

7. Genesis is the book of ___________. 
a. Endings. 
b. Beginnings. 
c. Meanderings. 

8. God gave the Ten Commandments to _______.  
a. Peter. 
b. Samuel. 
c. Moses. 

9. Before he was a Christian he hated and killed Christians but met Jesus on the road to 
Damascus.  He later wrote much of the New Testament. 

a. The Apostle Paul. 
b. Saul of Tarsus. 
c. Simon Peter. 
d. Both A and B. 

10. If all the sand of all the seashores were gathered together, the probability of randomly 
choosing one purple grain of sand while blindfolded is the same as_______?  

a. Jesus fulfilling 8 prophecies in the Bible. 
b. Muhammed coming to Jerusalem. 
c. Jesus fulfilling 300 prophecies. 
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